Agenda for Council
Wednesday, 15th April, 2026, 6.00 pm

District Council

East Devon District Council
Blackdown House

Border Road

Heathpark Industrial Estate
Honiton

EX14 1EJ

To: All elected Members of the Council; Honorary Aldermen

Venue: Council Chamber, Blackdown House, Honiton

Contact: Andrew Melhuish, Democratic Services Manager;
email andrew.melhuish @eastdevon.gov.uk 01395 517541

(or group number 01395 517546)
Issued Tuesday 7 April 2026 www.eastdevon.gov.uk

DX 48808 HONITON
Tel: 01404 515616

This meetingis being recorded for subsequent publication on the Council’s website and will
be streamed live to the East Devon District Council YouTube channel

Dear Sir/Madam

Meeting of the Council of the District of East Devon on
Wednesday, 15th April, 2026 at 6.00 pm

You are called upon to attend the above meeting to be held in the Council Chamber,
Blackdown House, Honiton. It is proposed that the matters set out on the agenda below will
be considered at the meeting and resolution or resolutions passed as the Council considers
expedient.

Yours faithfully

1 Hendren

Tracy Hendren, Chief Executive

1 Apologies

2 Declarations of interest

Guidance is available online to Councillors and co-opted members on making
declarations of interest

3 Minutes of the previous meeting (Pages 5 - 23)


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmNHQruge3LVI4hcgRnbwBw
http://eastdevon.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/councillor-conduct/councillor-reminder-for-declaring-interests/
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11
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Public speaking

Information on public speaking is available online

Matters of urgency
Information on matters of urgency is available online

Announcements from the Chairman and Leader

Confidential/lexempt item(s)

To agree any items to be dealt with after the public (including the Press) have
been excluded. There are no items which officers recommend should be dealt
with in this way, but if confidential minutes from Cabinet and/or the Council’s
Committees are being discussed, Officers may recommend consideration in the
private part of the meeting.

To answer questions asked by Members of the Council pursuant to
Procedure Rules No. 9.2 and 9.5 (Pages 24 - 29)

Reports from the Cabinet and the Council's Committees and questions on
those reports (Pages 30 - 84)

Recommendation from Strata Joint Executive Committee - Strata Business
Plan 2026/2027 (Pages 85 - 128)

Recommendation from Constitution Working Group - Part 2: Delegated
Powers of Committees (Pages 129 - 156)

Recommendation from Constitution Working Group - LATCo Terms of
Reference (Pages 157 - 164)

Recommendation from Constitution Working Group - Overview and
Scrutiny Committees Terms of Reference (Pages 165 - 176)

Motion on Notice - Protection of Terrestrial Television Access (Pages 177 -
179)


https://eastdevon.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/public-speaking/have-your-say-at-meetings/all-other-public-meetings/#article-content
https://eastdevon.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/matters-of-urgency/

Motion 1: Protection of Terrestrial Television Access

Proposed by: Councillor Stuart Hughes

Seconded by: Councillor Colin Brown

Supported by: Councillors Mike Goodman, Jenny Brown, lain Chubb, Helen
Parr, Ben Ingham and Brian Bailey

This Council notes:

e Ongoing national discussions regarding the potential future switch -off of
terrestrial television services in the UK.

e That a significant number of residents in East Devon — particularly older
people, those on low incomes, and those in rural areas — rely on
terrestrial TV as their primary means of accessing news, public
information, and entertainment.

e That many households do not have access to reliable, affordable
broadband and would face financial or practical barriers in transitioning to
internet-based television services.

This Council believes:
e That access to public service broadcasting is a vital public good.

e Thatany transition away from terrestrial TV must not disadvantage
vulnerable residents or deepen digital exclusion.

e That Government must ensure universal, affordable alternatives are in
place before any switch-off is considered.

This Council resolves to:

1. Write to the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport expressing
this Council’s concerns and requesting clarity on the Government’s
long-term plans for terrestrial TV.

2. Urge the Government to guarantee that no switch-off will occur until
reliable, affordable broadband and suitable equipment are available to all
households.

3. Request that Government commits to fully funded support for residents
who would face financial or practical barriers in transitioning to digital-only
services.

4. Share this motion with East Devon’s Members of Parliament, inviting
their support and asking them to raise the issue in Parliament.

Under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, any members of the
public are now allowed to take photographs, film and audio record the proceedings and
report on all public meetings (including on social media). No prior notification is needed but
itwould be helpful if you could let the democratic services team know you plan to film or
record so that any necessary arrangements can be made to provide reasonable facilities for
you to report on meetings. This permission does not extend to private meetings or parts of
meetings which are not open to the public. You should take all recording and photography
equipmentwith you if a public meeting moves into a session which is notopen to the public.



If you are recording the meeting, you are asked to act in a reasonable manner and not
disruptthe conduct of meetings for example by using intrusive lighting, flash photography or
asking people to repeat statements for the benefit of the recording. You may not make an
oral commentary during the meeting. The Chair has the power to control public recording
and/or reporting so it does not disrupt the meeting.

Members of the public exercising their right to speak during Public Speaking will be

recorded.
Decision making and equalities

For a copy of this agenda in large print, please contact the Democratic
Services Team on 01395 517546


http://new.eastdevon.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/committees-and-meetings/decision-making-and-equalities-duties/

