
Chief Executive: Mark Williams

 Date: 10 March 2016 
Contact name: Chris Lane 
Contact number: 01395 517544 (group number 01395 517546) 
E-mail: clane@eastdevon.gov.uk   
 
   
To:  Members of the New Home Bonus Panel 
  
Councillors:  
Thomas Wright (Portfolio Holder – Corporate Business) 
Andrew Moulding (Portfolio Holder – Strategic Development and Partnerships)  
  
Michael Allen 
David Barrett 
Marcus Hartnell 
Douglas Hull 
Geoff Jung 
Christopher Pepper 
 
Community Engagement and Funding Officer 
DCC Ali Eastland 
  
    

New Homes Bonus Panel 
Tuesday 22 March 2016 at 2.00pm 

 
The above meeting will be held in the Room 1, Knowle, Sidmouth, to consider the matters 
detailed on the agenda below. Officers recommend that the meeting be held in private 
session as the papers include confidential information as part of the funding bids. 
 

A G E N D A 
                     Page/s 
1 To confirm the notes of the New Homes Bonus Panel held on 25 January 

2016. 
 

4 - 6 

2 To receive any apologies for absence. 
 

 

3 To receive any declarations of interests relating to items on the agenda. 
 

 

4 
 
 
 
5 
 

To note the following documentation: 
 
Parishes Together Fund Guidance Notes 
 
Broadhembury Lengthsman   -£741.80 
Broadhembury and Payhembury Parish Councils 

 
 

7 – 10 
 
 

11 – 16 
 

6 Dunkeswell Paperless planning- £7,024.40                                                     17 - 19 

East Devon District Council 
Knowle 

Sidmouth 
Devon 

EX10 8HL 

DX 48705 Sidmouth 

Tel: 01395 516551 
Fax: 01395 517507 

www.eastdevon.gov.uk 
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 Plymtree, Awliscombe and Yarcombe Parish Councils 
 
7 Axmouth road wardens - £3,370.16 
 Axmouth Parish Council and Seaton Town Council                                            20 - 25 
   
8 Broadclyst PA & Drainage £2,902.70                                                                  26-29 
  Broadclyst Parish Council 
 
9 Lympstone drainage bridge - £1,623.60                                                             30-43 
 Lympstone Parish Council  
 
10 Musbury Drainage - £485 
 Musbury Parish Council                                                                                     44-47   
 
11 Membury Drainage- £441.10                                                                     48-53     
 Membury Parish Council 
 
12 Gittisham drainage - £511.50                                                                 54-59 
 Gittisham Parish Council  
  
13 Plymtree drainage bridge - £508.20                                           60 -63 
 Plymtree Parish Council 
  
14 Hawkchurch Drainage - £462                                                    64 - 65 
 Hawkchurch Parish Council 
 
15 East Budleigh Drainage - £1,354.10                                             66 - 69 
 East Budleigh Parish Council 
 
16 Brampford Speke - £640                                                     70 - 73 
 Brampford Speke and Upton Pyne Parish Councils 
 
17 Uplyme drainage -£1,457.50                                                                     74 -77 
           Uplyme Parish Council 
  
18 Woodbury drainage - £2,562                                                                    78 - 81 
 
19 Farway drainage - £226.60 
 Farway Parish Council                                                                          82-85 
 
19 Ottery St MaryTipton scouts - £2,852.40                                                            86-97  
 Ottery St Mary Town Council and Newton Poppleford Parish Council  
 
20 Ottery St Mary public toilets - £6,330.80                                                         98 -101 
 Ottery St Mary Town Council and Talaton Parish Council 
 
21 Axminster B Sharp - £2,550 
 Axminster Town Council and Chardstock Parish Council          102 - 109 
 
22 AxminsterAxe Vale Netball Club – £2,050 
 Axminster Town Council and Kilmington Parish Council                   110 – 115 
 
23 Payhembury drainage - £400                                                                    116-119 
 Payhembury Parish Council 
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24 Rewe – widening of footpath - £892.10                                     120-123 
 Rewe Parish Council 
 
25 Beer drainage - £1,174.80                                                        124-129 
 Beer Parish Council 
 
26 Luppitt drainage - £396                                                            130-133 
 Luppitt Parish Council 
 
27 Exmouth Christmas lights - £36,787.80                                 134-153 
 Exmouth and Honiton Town Councils 
 
28 Clyst St George drainage - £200                                            154-157 
 Clyst St George Parish Council 
 
29 Upottery drainage - £630.30                                                   158-161 
 Upottery Parish Council 
 
30 Cotleigh drainage - £184.80                                                 162-165 
 Cotleigh Parish Council 
 
31 Awliscombe signage - £225                                                        166-169 

Awliscombe Parish Council  
 
32 Stockland Cricket and play area benches - £1,,052.26                   170 -173 
           Stockland Parish Council 
 
33 All Saints Drainage - £749.10                                                           174 - 179 
 All Saints Parish Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Decision making and equalities 
 
For a copy of this agenda in large print, please contact the Democratic 
Services Team on 01395 517546 
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EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Notes of a Meeting of the New Homes Bonus Panel held at the 

Knowle, Sidmouth on Monday 25 January 2016 
 

Present: 
 

 

 

Councillors: 

Thomas Wright(Chairman) 
David Barratt 
Douglas Hull 
Geoff Jung 
Andrew Moulding 
Christopher Pepper 
 

Officers: Jamie Buckley, Community Engagement and Funding Officer 
Angie Hurren, Broadclyst Parish Council Clerk 
Chris Lane, Democratic Services Officer 

Apologies Councillors: 

Mike Allen 
Marcus Hartnell 
 
Ali Eastland, Locality Development Officer, DCC 
 

The meeting started at 2.00 pm and finished at 2.35 pm.  
 

*10 Minutes  
The notes of the previous meeting of the New Homes Bonus Panel held on 26 
November 2015 were confirmed as a true record.  

 

*11 Documentation 
The Parishes Together Fund guidance notes and application form, circulated with the 
agenda were noted.  

 

12 Future criteria of the Parishes Together Fund  
The Community Engagement and Funding Officer outlined a letter received from 
Broadclyst Parish Council which expressed concerns at the recent changes to criteria 
with regard to the use of Parishes Together Fund monies for ditching and drainage 
works and potentially verge and hedge cutting. A Guidance Amendment had recently 
been issued by Devon County Council as follows: 
 
Guidance part one, general applications: 

1. Funds cannot be used directly for on-going staff costs or day to day running of 
a project, unless this is during a transition phase with documented evidence of 
how the project will become sustainable post transition. 

2. Funds should not be used to support projects that are the direct responsibility 
of another agency 

3. Funds cannot be allocated to individuals or private/for profit enterprises. 
4. Funds should not be allocated retrospectively 
5. Repeat funding should not be awarded unless there is a compelling business 

case proving transition to sustainability. 
6. The TAP Fund manager/decision-makers must be satisfied that the project will 

benefit more than one Town or Parish.   
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Guidance part two, applications for ditching and drainage work:  

1. Applications for ditching and drainage work will be exempt from guidance 
numbers 2, 5 and 6 above 

2. Proposed work will need to increase frequency or be of a higher standard than 
that currently offered by DCC 

3. Work will need to be carried out subject to the guidance available from DCC 
Highways   

 
Previously the criteria had stipulated that ditch and drainage works could be funded 
once only, after which it must be precepted for; however the new criteria would allow 
repeated applications to the fund and the requirement to work in conjunction with 
another parish had been removed.  
 
Broadclyst Parish Council were concerned that there was a danger parishes would  
now automatically look to use the Parish Together Fund for ditch/drainage works as a 
back stop funding source at the expense pf wider projects and community initiatives. 
They were also concerned that parishes and towns could become dependent on 
Parishes Together funding to carry out ditch and drainage works, rather than finding 
more sustainable long term ways of solving problems. 
 
Councillor Andrew Moulding explained that hardly any ditches and drains are the 
responsibility of Devon County Council; they were mainly the responsibility of 
landowners. Devon County Council should be contacted and asked whether there 
was any way they could force landowners to carry out their riparian responsibilities 
for ditches and drains to remove the strain from Parish Councils. 
 
The Panel decided that parishes that chose to use their Parishes Together Fund for 
ditch and drainage works should continue to be allowed to do so as this was vital 
work for the parish.  
 
Panel members acknowledged that parishes had the option of applying for ditches 
and drainage works but could always apply for other projects if they wished. 
 
At his East Devon Tough choices meeting Councillor John Hart (Leader of Devon 
County Council) mentioned that the same exception as ditches and drainage could 
be extended to verges and hedge cutting. The Panel discussed this and decided not 
to extend the exceptions to verges and hedge cutting. They felt that ditches and 
drainage was more fundamental due to flooding issues so more worthy of being 
exempt from certain criteria. 
 
Panel members acknowledged the legitimate concerns expressed by Broadclyst 
Parish Council and would look at the Parishes Together Fund every year to ensure it 
was working properly. The Panel also requested that parishes that submit successful 
ditches and drainage projects be told that the funding was not intended for continual 
use, that they may wish to precept in future years for the work and the suggestion be 
made that they look at more sustainable, long term solutions to the problem. 
 

RECOMMENDED:   1. that Devon County Council be contacted to ask 
whether there was anything that could be done to 
force landowners to carry out their riparian 
responsibilities on ditches  

2. that the Guidance Amendment from Devon County 
Council be accepted, subject to Town and Parish 
councils acknowledging that New Homes Bonus 
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funding for ditch/drainage work was not 
sustainable and that this funding was not 
guaranteed; 

3. that the exceptions for drainage and ditch 
clearance should not be used for verge and hedge 
cutting.  

 
*13 Date of next meeting 
 That the next meeting be held on Tuesday 22 March 2016 at 2.00pm in Room 1. 
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Parishes Together Fund 2015/ 2016 
 

Guidance Notes 
 
 
 
Parishes Together Fund- An Introduction 
 
Devon County Council and East Devon District Council have allocated a sum 
of money to be given in grants. This equates to £1.10 per elector in the 
District. The Parishes Together Fund is to be used by towns and parishes 
working together and involving their communities to try to solve local issues.   
 
How much can you apply for? 
 
There is a funding pot of £1.10 per elector in each Parish involved. The 
numbers of electors is taken from the electoral register as it stood in February 
2015. This can be found at www.eastdevon.gov.uk/grants-and-
funding/parishes-together-fund  
 
For example if you are in Beer (1,068 electors) and decide to work with 
Seaton (5,805 electors), you would have 6,873 electors in total. 6,873 electors 
X £1.10 per elector = £7,560.30 
 
Every Town or Parish Council involved must make a proportionate financial 
contribution to the project from their own funding.  
 
Who can apply 
 
All applications must involve two or more Town or Parish Councils, the 
aim of the funding is for Town and Parish Councils to work together on 
projects. Following a decision of collective support for an application, 
nominate a lead Council to complete the Application Form. 
 
Only Town and/ or Parish Councils can apply for this funding. If you have a 
project you would like funded and are not a Town or Parish Council speak to 
your Town/ Parish Councils and they may wish to get involved and apply on 
your behalf. To find out how to contact your local council: 
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/parish_and_town_councils.htm 
 
What projects are eligible for a grant?  
 
Grants are for capital (one off costs, costs of a permanent item, structure etc) 
and/ or revenue costs (day to day costs, temporary items, events etc).  
 
Applications must show towns and parishes working together and involving 
their communities to try to solve local issues. Projects that create useful 
networks across the Parishes involved will be looked on favourably. 
 

7



All grant money awarded must be spent and claimed within 12 months of 
receiving your grant offer letter.  
 
What we will not fund? 
 
We will not fund unsustainable projects, salaries for ongoing posts, 
individuals, private businesses, revenue costs for existing projects.  
 
When to apply?  
 
The closing dates for applications are 10 July 2015, 6 November 2015 and 12 
February 2016. The fund is confirmed for this year only. 
Once the deadline is reached incomplete applications will not be assessed.  
 
How will we assess your application?  
 
Once the deadline has passed all applications undergo an eligibility check. If 
your application is incomplete or ineligible we will not take it any further.  
 
Once your application has been passed as eligible it will be presented to a 
group made up of EDDC Councillors and a Devon County Councillor, for a 
decision to be made. They will take into account a number of factors such as: 

 Evidence of local need 
 How Parishes are working together 
 Evidence of community support 
 How well the project has been thought out and planned 
 Project costs and any match funding 

 
You will be told in writing whether your grant application has been successful 
or not. Successful applicants will receive a grant offer letter which must be 
signed and sent back to us within three months.  
 
All grant money awarded must be spent and claimed within 12 months of 
receiving your grant offer letter.  
 
Additional guidance on specific questions 
 
Question 5 
What is your project? 
Outline what is involved with your project. What do you intend to do? We want to 
know what you will do with the grant and what it will pay for. 
 
Question 6 
Why do you want to carry out this project, why is it wanted and what difference 
will it make? 
Outline what impact/ difference the project will have on the quality of life for your 
users and community e.g. how it will solve a local issue, improve services or engage 
more residents in their communities.  
 
Question 7 
How do you know this is needed? Who and how have you consulted? 
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How do you know this is what is needed and wanted by the community? You may 
wish to include letters of support from the Town and Parish Councils involved, 
voluntary and community groups, residents, local organisations, businesses, 
Councillors etc. Think about the likely future needs of the Parishes. Have you 
undertaken any consultation exercises like Parish Plans, public meetings, other 
surveys that support your application. 
 
Question 9 
What is the total cost of your project, and how have you arrived at that cost? 
If you are applying for more than £4,000, invoices and/ or receipts must be provided 
for all goods and services etc before the funding is given to you.  
 
Question 10 
Funding from other sources 
You do not have to have funding from other sources but you may wish to increase 
the amount you have to spend by applying for match funding for your project, or each 
Town/ Parish contributing towards costs.  
 
If you have any queries please contact Jamie Buckley, Community 
Engagement and Funding Officer, East Devon District Council, Knowle, 
Station Road, Sidmouth EX10 8HL, phone (01395) 517569 or e-mail 
jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk  
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Guidance amendment from Devon County Council 

Decisions on grants from the joint Fund are made having regard to the broad 
principles in part one of the guidance below.  Applications for ditching and drainage 
work are subject to this guidance but with exceptions outlined in part two:  

Guidance part one, general applications: 

1. Funds cannot be used directly for on-going staff costs or day to day running of 
a project, unless this is during a transition phase with documented evidence of 
how the project will become sustainable post transition. 

2. Funds should not be used to support projects that are the direct responsibility 
of another agency 

3. Funds cannot be allocated to individuals or private/for profit enterprises. 
4. Funds should not be allocated retrospectively 
5. Repeat funding should not be awarded unless there is a compelling business 

case proving transition to sustainability. 
6. The TAP Fund manager/decision-makers must be satisfied that the project will 

benefit more than one Town or Parish.   

Guidance part two, applications for ditching and drainage work:  

1. Applications for ditching and drainage work will be exempt from guidance 
numbers 2, 5 and 6 above 

2. Proposed work will need to increase frequency or be of a higher standard 
than that currently offered by DCC 

3. Work will need to be carried out subject to the guidance available from DCC 
Highways  https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/maintaining-
roads/self-help-and-community-support/ 

 

NB:  

The County Council currently funds Lengthsmen visits to each parish twice a year 
and during these visits the Lengthsmen are required to undertake an annual clean, 
and clean all drainage features such as grips, easements and buddleholes. 
 Application to TAP will not preclude Parishes from these scheduled works, however; 
 the County Council has worked with several parish councils and agreed to provide 
the funding we would have spent  on the Lengthsmen so that the parish can make 
their own arrangements, for a more locally responsive or enhanced service.  Under 
this arrangement the parish council must commit to proving at least an annual clean 
of each drainage feature. If a parish council wish to consider this arrangement in 
conjunction with an application for TAP funding they should contact their local 
Neighbourhood Highway Team  to discuss. 
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B. Dunkeswell paperless planning 
 
East Devon District Council and Devon County Council Parishes 
Together Fund Application Form 2015/2016 
 
Devon County Council and East Devon District Council have allocated a sum of money to be given in 
grants. This equates to £1.10 per elector in the District. The Parishes Together Fund is to be used by towns 
and parishes working together and involving their communities to try to solve local issues. 
Please submit joint applications between Parish/ Town Councils. 
 
Section A- Your contact details 
Q1 Name(s) of Town and Parish Council(s) involved in submitting this application: 
 

Aylesbeare      

Broadclyst  

Clyst Honiton  

Clyst Hydon   

Cranbrook  

Colaton Raleigh  

Dunkeswell    

Farringdon 

Offwell   

Poltimore  

Rockbeare 

Sheldon  

Whimple 

 

(Several other parishes are otherwise committed but interested or want to use buying power) 

 
Q2 Main contacts name, Town or Parish Council they represent, and address (including postcode): 

 

Tracey Bell, Clerk to Dunkeswell Parish Council 

The Old Kennels, Stentwood, Dunkeswell, Devon EX14 4RW 
 

Q3 Main contacts phone number:  01823 681138   
 

Q4 Main contacts e-mail (IN BLOCK CAPITALS):   clerk@dunkeswell.net 
 
Section B- About your project 
Q5 What is your project? 
 
‘PAPERLESS PARISHES’ 

 
Q6 Why do you want to carry out this project, why is it wanted and what difference will it make? 
 
As our lives, councils and communications move to paper-free systems there is a need to ensure parish councils, 

village halls and clerks are equipped to deal with the changes.  

 

With obvious environmental and cost saving benefits, the advent of paper-free planning by our District Council EDDC 

has provided the catalyst for a joint action to use group buying power for the purchase of hardware such as 

projection equipment, training and wifi connectivity in halls.  

 

With every hall, council and clerk requiring different equipment we are working with Project Cosmic to procure from 

a ‘pick and mix’ list to choose our exact requirements, with the aim of complete flexibility.  
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With new equipment, connectivity and training comes opportunity for halls to widen their horizons and offer new 

types of use, such as conferencing venues, meeting places and of course local user groups who might spark from the 

possibilities (eg silver surfer groups, adult education and so forth). Of course in the past this would have meant 

unreasonable amounts of hardware, but in this day and age any hand held device could be brought along and used 

with open wifi. 

 

In short, the project seeks to inspire flexibility and new opportunities for the halls as well as bring environmental, 

and cost benefits for the councils. 

 
Q7 How do you know this is needed? Who and how have you consulted? 

 
In the past when paper planning applications were submitted to the District Council for consideration several paper 

copies of all plans, maps and forms had to be submitted by the applicant and these were sent to the consultees. 

With the majority of planning applications now submitted online the district council has to bear the cost of printing 

and posting these paper copies for distribution to the parishes, councillors, consultees and for public view.  

 

Each parish in East Devon has been asked if they would like to use their Parishes Together Funding for improved 

technology to assist this process, and many have been keen to take the opportunity. There are parishes who are 

keen who have already committed their PT funding to other schemes (particularly those prioritising flooding and 

highways works), but even those have expressed interest if it were possible to make a similar application for a future 

year. 

 
Q8 When do you intend to start work on this project and how long is work likely to take? 
 

As soon as possible, the hardware being procured and fitted we would then hope that training and other elements 

would all be in place and completed by March 2017. 

 
Section D- Project costs and match funding 
 
Q9 What is the total cost of your project, and how have you arrived at that cost e.g. please detail 
and include any quotes you have received for the project? 
 

We would like to raise the sum of £7,024.40 from our Parishes Together Funding.  

 

It is envisaged that each parish will receive a small grant which they will use appropriately to their local need. It is 

important that grant can be spent creatively by each parish, on or towards hardware, installation, training, new user 

groups ain the halls and connectivity. It is also important to understand every parish will have very different needs, 

from the smallest parish meeting to far larger parishes with multiple locations which they might like to equip.  This 

flexibility in spend will highlight how parishes can work creatively to achieve their aims, the parishes will share their 

experiences and buying power to assist one another achieve the most benefit across the District. The measurable 

success will be in terms of EDDC successfully ceasing to print and post paper planning applications thereby saving 

money and carbon. 

 

Q10 Funding 
 

Total grant you are requesting from the Parishes Together Fund (please state name of each Town or 
Parish Council and how much they are each applying for from their own fund below) 
 

Other match funding (please specify below and state whether confirmed) 
  
Aylesbeare (463)  £ 509.30 

Broadclyst (2377)      £400.00 (part application) 

Clyst Honiton (204)       £400.00 (part application) 

Clyst Hydon (214)  £ 235.40      

Cranbrook (?)       £400.00 (part application) 

Colaton Raleigh (518)   £569.80 

Dunkeswell   (1225)    £1347.50 

Farringdon (270)       £297.00 
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Offwell  (334)       £367.40 

Poltimore (214)       £400.00 (part application) 

Rockbeare (663)       £400.00 (part application) 

Sheldon (154)         £169.40 

Whimple (1390)      £1529.00 (£400 has been drawn towards another project) 

 

(Other parishes are otherwise committed but interested or might just want to use buying power of group) 

 

TOTAL     £7024.40  

 

This will be matched or exceeded by some parishes; however we are not making this a criteria for parishes to be 

involved as some parishes do not draw large precepts, it at all at present and have not had time to precept for this 

project. 

 

It should be noted that other parishes are also interested but have already committed to joining with other parishes 

for this scheme for this financial year so are unable to apply, but still want to be involved.  

 

Total cost of project  
 

Shortfall (including how you are going to meet the shortfall)   
Any shortfall will be met from the individual parishes precepts, possibly from other grant schemes, or time in kind 

contributions if working in partnership on projects. 

 

Section F- Checklist 
 
Before signing, please read 

I confirm that: 

- I am authorised by the organisations involved to sign on their behalf. 

- Funding will not directly benefit any individual or private business and will only be used for the purposes 

specified within the application. 

- Funding for projects of over £4,000 will only be paid upon receipt of valid invoices/ receipts. Any unspent 

monies for projects of under £4,000 will be returned to EDDC promptly. 

- That we will provide East Devon District Council with a statement of how the funding has benefitted the 

community 

 

Q11 Signature of applicant: (Clerk) Dunkeswell Parish Council 
 

Q12 Date:  19th January 2016 

 

Please complete and return this application form to: 
Jamie Buckley, Engagement and Funding Officer, East Devon District Council, Knowle, Station 
Road, 
Sidmouth, EX10 8HL  E-mail: jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk  Phone: 01395 517569 
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